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February 2007

Dear Constituents,
The 2007 legislative session is now in full swing. The past two sessions 

have been among the most productive in state history, and I expect this year’s 
to be another great one.
We have an opportunity to make considerable progress for Washington’s 

families and our future. We Democrats extended our majorities in the Senate 
and the House of Representatives this past November, which means we still 
set the agenda and control the flow of legislation. 
As is the case in odd-numbered years, we are writing biennial operating, 

capital (construction) and transportation budgets for the state. Thanks to a 
strong economy and smart budgeting choices during the past two years, we 
legislators face a rare budget reserve rather than the daunting deficits that 
were so painfully common following September 11. 
I remain a member of the Senate Ways & Means Committee, which makes 

the tough budget decisions. Increasing funding for our schools and access to an 
affordable and high-quality higher education system are top priorities of mine.
I continue to chair the Senate Labor, Commerce, Research & Development 

Committee, which oversees legislation that supports the health and welfare of 
Washington workers while strengthening our business community.
My new committee assignment is the Senate Health & Long-Term Care 

Committee, which is responsible for addressing the issue of how to provide 
coverage for the 600,000 Washington citizens currently without health 
care―of whom 16 percent are children.
I’ve included a survey to obtain your input in helping to craft our state 

budget. I also encourage you to visit me in Olympia any time and especially 
on Presidents Day for the 36th District Day (details inside). 
I’m always pleased to hear from you. Let me know your thoughts―by  

e-mail, phone call or letter―and I’ll be sure to keep in touch.

Sincerely,  

Jeanne Kohl-Welles



During the past two legislative sessions, Democrats 
solved problems. A summary of our priorities from this 
period reads today like a catalog of achievement. We:

• Committed to providing 
health coverage for all chil-
dren by 2010;

• Developed minimum renew-
able fuel content standards;

• Established mental health 
parity in insurance cover-
age to treat diseases of the 
mind the same as diseases 
of the body;

• Created “green” building 
standards and statewide 
recycling programs for 
unwanted electronic items 
that wreak havoc on our environment;

• Increased penalties on sex offenders;
• Created additional resources for counties to deal 

with the growing problem of methamphetamines;
• Prohibited discrimination based on sexual orientation 

in employment, housing and insurance;
• Resolved the long-standing dispute between doctors 

and trial lawyers on medical malpractice;
• Raised unemployment insurance benefits for workers 

between jobs while reducing taxes on employers;
• Increased options for students to succeed for those 

who are falling short in achieving our tough aca-
demic standards in the WASL exams; and

• Established a process for conducting reviews of tax 
breaks for businesses.

All the while, we maintained fiscally responsible bud-
gets. We didn’t raise taxes when the state was in deficit, 
and we put money into savings when the state was in 

surplus. We enacted numerous important policy initia-
tives to help working families while protecting our econ-
omy when it is weak and sustaining it when it is strong.

In the upcoming session, 
with an even stronger major-
ity, Democrats intend to make 
even more progress, par-
ticularly on funding for public 
education; making health care 
accessible and affordable for 
all of our citizens; and protect-
ing the Puget Sound. I also am 
interested in working with my 
colleagues to secure funding 
for recommendations from 
Washington Learns.
However, you will not see 

the kind of off-balanced 
governing we saw in Congress when one party had a 
similar power dynamic at the federal level. Democrats 
aim to keep alive the spirit and actuality of inclusion, 
collaboration and compromise that made the past 
two sessions so beneficial for all Washingtonians. 
Compromise, of course, does not mean selling our core 
values down the river. It means negotiation―giving 
something to get something―so that everyone benefits 
from the final product. We intend to keep going in this 
same manner this session―governing responsibly and 
in a bipartisan manner.
We have nearly $2 billion in unexpected, unbudgeted 

revenue. But we also know that the hot economy behind 
that reserve is cooling.
Just as we were the past two sessions, we will be 

pragmatically progressive: pragmatic, because we 
know that economic growth is slowing, and pro-
gressive, because we know that the demands on 
Washington families are not. The Legislature must be 
ready to answer both challenges.

What to expect in 2007

Please join me and state Reps. Mary Lou Dickerson and Helen Sommers on Monday, Feb. 19, for the 36th 
Legislative District Day in Olympia. We have set aside time to meet with you.

Here’s the tentative schedule:
• 10:30 a.m. ‒ Meet in the John A. Cherberg Building, Conference Rooms ABC (1st floor) to kick off the 
day and receive a legislative schedule.

• 12-1 p.m. ‒ Brown bag lunch in John A. Cherberg Building, Conference Rooms ABC. This is your time to 
ask us questions about legislative issues of interest to you.

• The rest of the day is yours. Depending on the Legislature’s schedule, you might want to sit in on a 
committee hearing. Copies will be provided of 
our schedules. For more details, please call my legislative  

assistant Ken Camp at (360) 786-7670.
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36th District Session Survey
Record your responses by shading the entire  
circle of your answer using a blue or black pen.  

Please do not write in the margins.

Shade circles like this:
 

Not like this:
    Or this:

 

Budget
Having an anticipated revenue surplus of nearly $2 billion, the 
Legislature is being asked to make additional investments for the 
future while being fiscally prudent. Rate each of the following on 
a 5-point scale, with “1 = should be funded” and “5 = should not 
be funded.”

Voter 1
 1 2 3 4 5

Voter 2
 1 2 3 4 5

Shoring up our state’s  
pension system . . . . . . . . 
Creating a constitutional 
rainy day fund in the  
state budget . . . . . . . . . . . 
Providing tax cuts  
to businesses . . . . . . . . . . 
Providing tax cuts  
to individuals . . . . . . . . . . 
Carving out value- or 
income-based property  
tax exemptions . . . . . . . . . 
Financing for affordable 
housing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Promoting state tourism
Investing in community 
placement for people 
with developmental  
disabilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Supporting community-
based mental health and 
chemical dependency  
services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Paying for transportation improvements for:

Alaskan Way Viaduct 
Replacement (on the 
March 13 ballot)
Surface/tunnel hybrid 
alternative . . . . . . . . . . .
Elevated structure  
alternative . . . . . . . . . . .

SR-520 bridge . . . . . . . . .

Early learning and public schools
The Legislature is considering the recom-
mendations of Washington Learns, a blue 
ribbon panel consisting of three advisory 
committees of educators, business lead-
ers and legislators. I’m a member of the 
Early Learning Advisory Committee. 
Some of the panel’s recommendations 
are included below. Rate each of the fol-
lowing on a 5-point scale with “1 = very 
important” and “5 = not important.”

Voter 1
 1 2 3 4 5

Voter 2
 1 2 3 4 5

Expanding pre-kindergar-
ten programs . . . . . . . . . . 
Increasing rates for  
state-subsidized child-
care providers . . . . . . . . . . 
Increasing options for 
struggling students to 
pass the WASL . . . . . . . . . 
Improving math and  
science curriculum . . . . . 
Increasing funding of 
special education . . . . . . . 
Creating a new transpor-
tation funding formula 
for school districts  . . . . . 

Reducing class sizes . . . . 

Raising teacher salaries . 
Giving voters the right 
to approve school bonds 
and levies by a simple 
majority . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Examining the K-12 
funding structure  
to address inequities 
across districts . . . . . . . . . 
Adding high-demand 
higher education  
enrollments, e.g., in  
nursing, math, science 
and engineering . . . . . . . . 
Adding general higher  
education enrollments . . 
Creating math and science 
college scholarships . . . . . .
Creating college grants 
for low-income adults . . . 
Expanding financial  
aid eligibility . . . . . . . . . . . 
Freezing tuition at our  
two-year colleges . . . . . . . 
Increasing research 
capacity for health sci-
ences at UW and WSU . . 
Boosting pay for college  
faculty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Selected legislation that I’m sponsoring
Rate your level of support for each of the following proposals on a  
5-point scale with “1 = strongly support” and “5 = strongly oppose.”

Health
Voter 1

 1 2 3 4 5
Voter 2

 1 2 3 4 5
Charging employers for 
the health-care costs of 
their employees now 
subsidized by the state . . 
Clarifying what consti-
tutes a legal supply of 
medical marijuana under 
state law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Providing affirmative 
defense for those being 
prosecuted for using mari-
juana for medical purposes 
Improving support  
and training programs 
for our long-term  
care workers . . . . . . . . . . . 
Requiring pharmaceuti-
cal companies to disclose 
gifts made to physicians
Providing a modest 
amount of paid family 
medical leave to allow 
employees to care for an 
ailing family member  . . . 

Safety and wellness in schools
Voter 1

 1 2 3 4 5
Voter 2

 1 2 3 4 5
Requiring school districts 
to address the issue of 
cyberbullying in their 
anti-bullying and harass-
ment policies . . . . . . . . . . . 
Establishing school 
health advisory councils 
in each district to help 
administrators carry  
out and monitor their 
nutrition and physical 
activity policies . . . . . . . 

Public safety and consumer protection
Voter 1

 1 2 3 4 5
Voter 2

 1 2 3 4 5
Strengthening back-
ground check require-
ments to ensure safety 
and well-being of children 
and vulnerable adults . . . 
Strengthening the safety 
standards and require-
ments for crane operators 
and cranes . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Health care
The Legislature is considering 
the recommendations of the 
Blue Ribbon Commission on 
Health Care Cost and Access. 
It solicited proposals to make 
health-care coverage more 
affordable and to broaden 
access to health care for the 
uninsured. Rate each of the 
following on a 5-point scale 
with “1 = very important” and 
“5 = not important.”

Voter 1
 1 2 3 4 5

Voter 2
 1 2 3 4 5

Adding enrollments to 
the State Children Health 
Insurance Program for 
children from  
low-income families . . . . . . .
Adding enrollments to 
the Basic Health Plan for 
low-income families . . . . 
Providing Medicare  
Part D prescription drug 
co-pays for low-income 
seniors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Environment
Washington’s environmental 
beauty and natural resourc-
es are among the chief rea-
sons that our state boasts 
such a high quality of life. 
Yet our waterways―particu-
larly Puget Sound―are sick. 
Rate each of the following 
on a 5-point scale with “1 = 
very important” and “5 = not 
important.”

Voter 1
 1 2 3 4 5

Voter 2
 1 2 3 4 5

Cleaning up toxic sites 
around the Puget Sound 
Restoring damaged  
shorelines . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Increasing investments  
in state parks . . . . . . . . . . 
Helping cities and  
counties reduce  
storm-water runoff . . . . . 
Helping local govern-
ments improve their  
septic system programs
Protecting wetland  
habitats . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Phasing out PBDEs 
(toxic flame retardants) 
from plastics sold in 
Washington  . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Please stay in touch!
Your comments and concerns are always appreciated. Please take a moment to tell me what’s on your mind.

Dear Jeanne,

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

~ OPTIONAL ~

Name: __________________________________________________________  Phone Number _________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________________

E-mail: _________________________________________________________

To subscribe to my e-newsletter, please go to:  
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/subscriptions/member.aspx?member=kohl-wellesj

Voter 1
 1 2 3 4 5

Voter 2
 1 2 3 4 5

Prohibiting the use of 
automatic dialing sys-
tems (“robo calls”) before 
9 a.m. and after 9 p.m. . . 
Setting up a “do not mail” 
registry in Washington 
for in-state and out-of-
state junk mail . . . . . . . . . 
Requiring background 
checks for those pur-
chasing firearms at gun 
shows . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Equality
Voter 1

 1 2 3 4 5
Voter 2

 1 2 3 4 5
Establishing marriage 
equality for same-sex 
couples . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Establishing domestic 
partnerships . . . . . . . . . . . 

Growth management and environment
Voter 1

 1 2 3 4 5
Voter 2

 1 2 3 4 5
Creating a task force  
to resolve future siting 
disputes when a public 
project in one county 
creates adverse envi-
ronmental impacts in 
a neighboring county, 
such as the Brightwater 
Treatment Plant . . . . . . . . 
Reducing climate change 
impacts by providing 
state tax credits for busi-
nesses reducing carbon 
dioxide emissions . . . . . . 

SELECTED LEGISLATION THAT I’M SPONSORING:  
PUBLIC SAFETY AND CONSUMER PROTECTION (CON’T.)

Mailing Instructions:
When you have completed your questionnaire, please fold up 
this document so my return address mail panel is visible, tape 
the open edge of the questionnaire and affix a first class stamp.
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